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DISCOURSE 


Ecctes. VII. 10. 

Say not thou, What 1s the Cauſe that the 
former Days were better than theſe ? 
for thou doſt not enquire wiſely con- 
cerning this. | z 


Ebuchadnezzar's Dream of an Image of 
a different Compoſition, made up of 
Gold, Silver, Braſs and Iron, was a fit 
Emblem and Repreſentation, not only 
of the Four Great Monarchies, but of the whole Vi- 
ciflitude and Changeable Scenes of Things in the 
ſeveral Ages of the World. As thoſe Metals differ 
among themſelves, and the latter are of a lefler 
Value than the former, ſo happens it generally in 
the ſucceſſive Periods of the World; the lower you 
lelcend, the courſer and baſer you find them to be. 
The Times and the Manners of Men in them grow 
more and more dreggy and degenerate. It cannot 
be denied, that the Changes which have been made 
u the World are generally for the worle. 3 

| whic 


6 A Diſcourſe on Ec L. VII. 10. 
which is now reduced to a ſmall Village, is the 
Place where Paradiſe once was. The Holy Land, 
which was honour'd with the Birth and Miracles of 
our Saviour, and with the firft Preaching of the 
| Goſpel, is become the Habitation of Turkiſh Infi- 
dels. Epheſus, one of the greateſt and moſt cele- 
brated Cities in the Leſſer Aſia, is now a poor de- 
ſolate Place, and their Great Diana could not ſhield 
it from Ruin. Antioch, where the Chriſtians had 
firſt their Name, bath now no Name it ſelf, being 
ſunk into Rubbiſh. The famous Academy of 4. 
thens is turn'd into Stables for the Grand Signior's 
Horſes. Ignorance and Barbarity reign in thoſe 
Places which were of old famed for theic Civility, 
Z//) oF ©. onarradeay 

But tho? this uſually be the Fate of the World, 
tho? this be the State and Condition of things for 
the moſt part, yet it is not always ſo. The World 


{ 
ſeems ſometimes to reciew it (elf, at leaſt in ſome 
Places of it we may obſerve a very conſiderable i 
Change for the better. Small and inconfiderable Ml #7 
Villages are turn'd into great and famous Cities. a 
The Chriſtion Religion hath made its Way into thoſe u 
Kingdoms and States where it was not before. Vaſt WW © 
Regions have embrac'd the Goſpel, which knew WW © 
no other Religion than that of Paganiſm. Ma- T, 
ny Countries have been reſcued from Ignorance | 

1 


and Superſtition, by the Benefit of the Bleſſed xe. 
formation from Popery. Thus the Times are viſibly | 
mended ; the . preſent. Poſture of Affairs, and of 
Religion, is much more eligible than it was be- 
fore; which even the niceſt Judges muſt needs ac- | 
knowledge. wy 1-2 

Let, even when there is this happy Alteration, | 
there are ſome who are ſo far from being ſenſible} 
of it, much leſs Thankful to the great Diſpoſer of 


all things for ſo happy a Revolution, that 1 0 
quar 


quarrel with Divine Providence, and 'cry out of 
the Times, and. would make us believe, that they 
are like to prove as Fatal to us as the Ides of March 
to Julius Ceſar. They fiercely inveigh againſt all 


that is now acted, and they think it worthy to be 


ſcoffed at; and as for the Actors, they would have 
them hiſs d off the Stage; whilſt in the mean time 
they applaud and extol the former Days, and mag- 
nify all the Tranſactions in them. All was bright 
and clear then, but now we are envellop'd wich 
dark Night, and all is gloomy, black and terrible, 
This ill ſort of Men was taken Notice of by So- 
lomon, and their Folly is briefly but fully reprehen- 
ded in the Words which I have read unto you 
Say not thou, What is the Cauſe that the former Days 
were better than theſe ? for thou doſt not enquire wiſely 
concerning this, Where we have ſomething implied, 
and ſomething expreſſed. That which is implied 
is this, that in the flouriſhing Days of that peace- 
able Prince, who made Silver and Gold 
_ «t Jeruſalem as plenteons as Stones, there | 
were ſome that murmured and maligned the Times, 
and diſliked the Courſe of things. They were for 
the former Days, ſaying, They were better than theſe. 
That which is here expreſſed is two-fold, 1. A 
Check and Reproof of this malignant Humour, 
this vile peeviſh Temper ; Say not thou, that is, 
Whatever others ſay or do, do not thou diſlike and 
cenſure the preſent Times; Do not thou admire 


$ Car. 1-11; 


Reaſon with which the Wiſe Man backs his Re- 
proof; for thow doſt not enquire wiſely concerning this. 
That is, in plain Terms, It is a Folly to judge thus 
peremptorily of the Times; It is an Indiſcreet and 


pions thing to condemn the preſent State of Af- 


Theſe 


A Diſcomrſe en Eccr, VII. 10. 2. 


and applaud the former ones as much better. 2: The 


_ — — — —— 
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Theſe Words thus open'd afford us theſe Three 


Propoſitions. 1. Many are apt to cenſure and 
diſlike the preſent Times, and to over- value thoſe 
that are paſt. 2. This Behaviour ought to be 
check'd and reprovꝰd as a thing unlawful. 3. This 
Demeanour argues great Folly and Indiſcretion. 
And when I have diſpatch'd theſe three Propoſi- 
tions I will add ſome neceſſary Caution, and Limi- 
tations, to prevent Miſtakes about the Doctrine I 
treat of. And laſtly, I will leave with you ſome 
Dire ions for the right Managing of the whole. 

I begin with the firſt thing 1 propounded ; and 
that I may make you eaſy in your Thoughts, whilſt 
I proſecute this and the other ſubſequent Heads, I 
declare to you before hand, that I deſign not to 
reflect on any particular Per/ons among us, but 1 
level my Diſcourſe againſt all unjuſt and unreaſona- 
ble Complainers in general, withour regard to any 
diſtin& Name or Party of Men among us 

The leading Propoſition is chis ; that many are 
apt to cenſure and diſlike the preſent Times, and 
to over-value and applaud thoſe that are paſt. 
Their conſtant Cry is, The former Days were better 
thantheſe ; better in reſpect of Men and Manners, 
better as to Religion and Piety, better as to Go- 
vernment and Order, better as to Peace and Plen- 
ty, and all other ſecular Felicities which attend 
them. As ſome Philoſophers tell us, that this 
dark Earth was once a glorious Sun; fo theſe Men 
fancy that the Inhabitants of this Earth, and all 
things in it, were heretofore bright and glorious ; 
but now, alaſs } they are all over-run with Scum 
and Darkneſs, and a miſerable Night hath ſurroun- 
ded us. In ſhort, the World heretofore was every 
way in a better Poſture than it is in our Days: Yea, 
we have nothing, but they had every thing good. 


Or, you ſhall hear them extol the 5 
i # | lition 


A Diſcourſe on Eccr. VII. 10. 9 
dition they were formerly in themſelves, and vaiti- 
ly and ynreaſonably value it above that which chey 
are in at preſent. So the murmuring Jet, be- 
cauſe they. met with ſome Hardſhips in the Way 

to Caniuan,, wiſh'd themſelves again in Egypt, and 
preferr'd their Oy intolerable Bondage to their 
preſent Difficulties. They had the _ 
Face co fdy, that they did eat Bread fo Exod, 16, 3. 
thr full, whierrttey were in Egypr, th“ 
from the Accqunt which we have of their Slavery 
, there, it is evident, that they were almoſt ſtary'd 
with Hunger. Thus theſe People complain of their 
preſent State, and ſet it forth in untrue Colours; 
whilſt at the ſame time, they as untruly repreſent 
their paſt Condition. „ AR 
This is the Fault of Chriſtians, as well as Jews: 
too many of them are uneaſy under their preſent 
Circumſtances ; the modern Days are cried out of, 
in Compariſon of the antient ones. But more e- 
ſpecially, they are ſtrangely diſaffected to the Age 
they live in, they diſreliſh the Phraſe and Stile, the 
Sentiments and Opinions, the Geſture and. Beha- 
viour, the Government and Politcies of it. They 
proclaim with a hideous Cry, that the Church and 
State are out of Order, that all is loſt and undone, 
that the Enemy is at the very Gates, and that we 
are juſt on the Brink of Deſtruction. And, as for 
the Age's Morals, tho? none are more defective as 
to this, than themſelves, yet they inveigh ſo ſin- 


| 


gularly againſt the preſent Sins and Vices, as if all 
| 4 | 

their Forefathers had been as innocent as Adam at 
; his firſt Creation. Briefly, they extravagantly ad- 


mire and magnify the Days before them, or which 
they formerly liv'd in, but now nothing will ſatis- 
fy them; they are ever asking, What is the Cauſe 
| that the former Days were better than theſe? But what- 
ever theſe fond CT as ſay, ſay not thou, ſaith 


my 


10 ADiſcourſe mEccr.,VII 10. 


my Text, What gabe Cauſe, that thoſe Times are 
better than theſe? uy ror] | 
Whence I preſent you with: t 
FU ooh at EPR | 
That it is unlawful to cenſure and vilify the pre- 
ſent Times, and to prefer them to the paſt ones. Our 
inſpired Author condemns this ; Behaviour here, 
Say not thou, &c. And accordingly. I will ſhew 
the Unlawfulneſs of it, when it proceeds from any 
of theſe following Principles 
I. From an, angry and impatient Spirit, boiling 
wich Diſcontent and Choler. Therefore if you 
con ſult the Verſes immediately before the Text, 


— + 9 


1 1 


Gegen 
his ſecond Propoſi- 


= 


. . < 


you will find that theſe Words have Reference to 


haſty Anger, and Impatience, Which are wont to 


- ruffle Mens Minds extremely, and to diſorder their 


Thoughts and Speeches. At ſuch a time, nothing 
will ſatisfy theſe Men, Manna from Heaven will be 
diſpleaſing to their Palates, and Heaven it ſelf will 
be diſreliſh'd. For theſe Perſons are of that Indi- 
an's Mind, who would rather be damn'd, than go 
to the Paradiſe of the Spaniards, If this angry 
Temper then be the Spring of your, Enquiry into 
the Times, and of your complaining againſt them, 
they are unlawful, they are unacceptable to God 
and Man, for they flow from a bitter Fountain, 


they iſſue from a diſtemper'd, and enraged Soul. We 


muſt look for nothing but fiery Eruptions from ſuch 
Vulcano as theſe. From theſe incenſed Spirits, we 
can expect nothing that is cool and compos'd, no- 
thing that is the Fruit of a rational and ſedate 
Mind ; certainly a greater Plague cannot invade 


Mankind than this. 


2. The Complaints againſt the' preſent Times, 


cannot but be unlawful, when they are the Pro- 


duct of Pride and Self-conceit, This Solomon glances 
at in the foregoing Verſe, where he declares, that 


the 
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A Diſcourſe on Ecerx. VII. 10. 11 
the Patient in Spirit, i better than the Proud in Spirit. 
Patience and Humility will teach Men to pro- 
nounce modeſtly. of what is before them; but Pride 
will move them to a raſh and cenſorious Determi- 
nation. This is one grand Reaſon (if it may be 
call'd a Reaſon) why ſome inveigh againſt the 
Times, and complain of the Thinneſs of good 
Men, in the Place where they are, becauſe they 
arrogantly deem none to be good but themſelves ; 
not unlike the-Donatiſts of old, who confined. the 
Church to a Corner in Afric. It was the old Cynic's 
Humour, to light up a Candle at Noon-day, and 
clap it into a Lantern, to walk up and down upon 
an Inquiſition for an honeſt Man. If one knew the 
Truth of his Heart, he meant by his ſeeking for an 
honeſt Man, that he was the only one in that Age. 
Proud and conceited Spirits believe none are vir- 
tuous but themſelves, and thoſe of their Party : 
and hence they declame againſt all others, and are 
diſpleaſed with every thing that they ſay or do. It 
may be ſaid of them, as Gregory Nazianzen ſpeaks 
of the Men of his Time, * 1» tha only they ſhew their 
Piety, that they condemn others for their Ungodlineſs. 
And as for ſecular Matters, they are highly con- 
ceited of their own Schemes of Government and 
Politicks, and all publick Adminiſtration is faulty, 
that doth not go through their Hands. Who can 
expect any good from ſuch obſtinate Opiniators 
o 

3. This Practice of condemning the preſent 
Times, and over-rating the former, is unlawful, 
when it is the Offspring of an idle and unſettled Ge- 
"us, Which can fix no where, and would even 


8 


— 
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flight and deſpiſe the things paſt, if they were pre- 
Tent. Indeed this Levity and Inconſtancy is too pre- 
valent every where; you ſhall frequently meet with 
a ſort of Men who (as an antient Writer deſcribes 
them) * are addicted to a Likipg only of things 
that are uncommon. and abſent; but they ſcorn- 
fully diſdain thoſe that are in uſe, and which they 
are in preſent Poſſeſſion of. For they are of a 
fickleand unconſtant Temper, they are giddy and 
wavering, light and deſultory; they are deſirousof 
Changes, and are great Aﬀe&@ors of Noyelty, and 
therefore nothing will pleaſe them but a new 
Government, and a new Church, new Schemes of 
Divinity, new Articles of Religion, yea, a new 
Bible, and Canon of Scripture ; and perhaps none 
at.all. 'Theſe that they now have, they have been 
in Poſſeſſion of long enough, even till they are 
wea them. It palls the Fancies, and nauſe- 


ates the Minds of ſuch Mercurial Spirits, to be ti- 


ed down to old Laws, and to an old Religion, 
which they reckon now to be ſuperannuated, and 
out of Date. e 

4. Groundleſs Fear is oftentimes the Cauſe of the 
cenſuring of the preſent Scene of Things, and this 
likewiſe makes it unlawful. Timerous Minds take 
Umbrage at every thing, they are poſſeſs'd with 
ſtrange Phantoms and Apparitions, they never 


ſhape things aright. Theſe Men, if they are not ia 


the Company of their truſty Friends, fancy they are 
beſet with Aſſaſſins and Ruffians ; for they always 
create to themſelves falſe and unwelcom Ideas; and 
thoſe things which they fear, are made much w/e 
than they are. The Saracen's Head is repreſentcd 
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Diſcourſe on Eocl. VII. 10, 13 
the preſent Exils are augmented, and the future 
andiz d, and every thing 
is made horrible and frightful: And hence it is, 
that they ſet before us ſuch a diſmal Landſcape of 
the Times. Theſe viſionary and fanciful Men are 


— 


ſcared, and affrighted themſelves, and they endea- 


vour to intimidate and diſhearten others, and there- 
by to beat them off from their Duty; whereas, if 
they would baniſh this unmanly Dread, and be- 
take themſelyes to their proper Buſineſs, they might 
eſcape all the {urmis'd Dangers, and be as ſafe and 
ſecure as the Fats in its warm Secundine. 415 

5. Others act out of a willful Spirit of Oppoſition 
and Contradiction. It is their Delight to run coun- 
ter, and to tread Antipodes to the preſent Times. 
The Man who is under the Power of this perverſe 
Humour, diſlikes all chings, be they never ſo lau- 
dable and good. He is al ways finding Fault, he diſ- 
approves. of every thing in Charch and State. No- 
thing in this Generation is commendable ; the moſt 
Halcyon Days are black and diſmal. It cannot 
be other wiſe, becauſe his croſs Temper makes him 
peeviſh and moroſe, nice and {queamiſh, and ſin- 
gular in all his Notions and Apprehenſions, and 
puts him upon declaming againſt rhoſe things which 
are generally approv'd o. 

Laſtiy, The cenſuring of the Times, and the 
Tranſactions of them, can in no wiſe be lawful, if 
it riles meerly from Self-love, private Intereſt, and fi- 
niſter Deſigns. There are ſome, who are Loſers (as 
it muſt unavoidably happen ſometimes) by the 
Change of Affairs in a Nation, and then their own. 
private Diſadvantage, which ariſes from the break- 
ing of thoſe: Meaſures, which they thought were 
moſt wiſely. and politickly concerted by them, 

pPrompts them to repine and murmur. Or, they are 
diſſatisfied with the Times, becauſe they favour. 
not 
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not their evil Purpoſes (which they promis d them: 


| ſelves would be advantageous to them) not becauſe 


they are really bad, and to be blamed. They 
diſlike the preſent Turn of Affairs, becauſe they 
have it not in their Power to cruſh whom they 
pleaſe ; becauſe they have not a Licenſe to be as 
miſchievous as they would, becauſe they are hindred 
from enriching themſelves by the Ruin of their 
Country: Their private Piques, their perſonal Diſ- 
appointments, not the Deſire of the publick Good, 
raiſe their Reſentments and Complaints, and create 
in them Jealouſies and Suſpicions concerning the 
preſent Diſpenſation, and make them look upon e- 
very thing thro” falſe Opticks, and diſcourſe very 
warmly of the unſufferable Badneſs of the Times. 
But this is to be remembred concerning theſe Men, 
who act out of this and the foregoing Principles, 
that they proceed on ſuch Grounds, as would 
make them diſreliſh the preſent Times, tho' they 
were never ſo good; and if they had liv'd in the 
former Days, which they extol, they would have 
been diſcontented with them, unleſs their private 
Intereſt and Advantage had been promoted, tho 
with endangering the publick Good; for they 


are never pleasd, but when they are uppermoſt : 


And this is a ſettled Maxim with them; nothing 
is good and laudable, where their ambitious Deſires 
are not ſatisfied. And thus you ſee on what Ac- 


count it is unreaſonable and unlawful to commend 


the former Days, and to blame the preſent. 

That this is an undue Practice, will further ap- 
pear from the particular Reaſon aſſign'd here by So- 
lomon, which brings me to the third Propoſition, 


founded on the Words, namely, that Men act in- 


diſcreetly and unwiſely, in cenſuring the preſent 
Tranſa&ions, and admiring: thoſe that are paſt. 
Thou doſt not enquire wiſely ' concerning-'#his, faith he, 

| who 
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who underſtood what Wiſdom was. Thou ſheweſt 
no Prudence in asking ſuch a, Queſtion as that, 
Why. was the former Days better than theſe ? Thou act- 
eſt focl;ſhly in thy moroſe and haſty Cenſuring of 
the Times. It argues Ignorance and Inadvertency, 
and want of due Conſideration, to cry up the paſt 
Age before the preſent. This I will make good in 
theſe following Particular. 
1. Theſe Cenſures are wnwi/e,” in preferring the 
former Days to theſe, becauſe .as to many things, 
the paſt Actions of antient Times are not certainly 
known.: A true Repreſentation of them is denied 
us. I believe it may be prov'd, that ſome of the 
antienteſt Writers of the Church, did not know the 
Mind and Practice of the Apoſtles, tho they liv'd 
near that time. We can't ſufficiently inform our 
ſelves from their Writings, which are now. extant; 
what was the true State of the Church in thoſe 
Days. And ſo as to ſecular Matters, many things 
that were done are conceal'd by Hiſtorians; 'and 
the things that were never done, are told as Matter 
of Fact. Writers are frequently corrupted ; they do 
not, they dare not ſpeak freely in ſome Caſes. They 
are ſometimes loth to rip up, and lay open the Mat- 
ters they know of ; and at other times they are too 
laviſh, and are even Romantick and Fabulous; ſo 
that it is difficult to make a true Eſtimate of the paſt 
Times. Beſides, the Records of former Ages are 
loſt, the Deluge ſwept away, the Remembrance of 
what was done in the old World, excepting what 
Moſes hath preſerv'd in his Writings, and the Ac- 
count which he gives is very briet; the burning of 
ſeveral Cities to the Ground, and the carrying off 
the Inhabitants of whole Countries captive, could 
not but conſume the written Annals and Regiſters 
of thoſe Times, if there were any, and ſo extin- 
guiſh the Memory of what had been done then. 


Hence 


— 
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Hence it is, that as co ſundry Matters, we have an 
imperfe&t Account of the paſt Times. We are in 
the Dart, and conſequently can have no true Cy. 
bars of things. Wherefore it is raſh! Folly, to com- 
pare our preſent Days and Actions with thoſe. 
4 Ie isa common thing to miſtatbe the Cauſe of 
the Badneſs of the preſent Times; conſequently a 
haſty Judging here is unwiſe. The: obſtinate Few: 
cold the Prophet' Ferentiab, That they bad Plemy of 
Vittuals, and were well, and ſaw no Evil in the Day: 
when rhey burnt Incenſe to the Oueey of Heaven, and 
pour d out Drink-offerings unto hey: but ſince they ef off 
ru do ' theſe things, they wanted all things, and were 
conſumed by the Sword, and by rhe Famint, Jer. 44. 17, 
18. Theſe blind and beſotted People aſcribed the 
Goodneſs of the former Days to RE erer and 
the Badneſs of the preſent to their leaving off their 
Idolatry; Which was a palpable Miſtake, and a 
8 Deluſion; for Idolatrous Worſhip carries a 
rſe along with it, and not a Bleſſing. 

So the Heathens complain'd of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, that they and their Religion were the 
Source of all the Calamiries which befel them. The 
Roman Empire flourifh'd and proſper' d before Chri- 
ftianity was tolerated; but ſince that time, Famine 
and Scarcity, and all manner of Miſchief infeſted 
them. * Tertullian takes notice of this, and fug- |} 
geſts, that it wholly proceeded from the Hatred, 
which the Heathens bore to the Chriſtians. Hein | 
Arnobius ſpeaks the Sum of all +, ever ſince Chri- 
ſtianity, ſaith he, hath been on foot in the World, 
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* Si Tiberis aſcendit in mœnia, fi Nilus non aſcendit in 
arva, &c. Apolog. WY | 
I Poſtquant in mundo Chriſtiana gens cœpit, terrarum o- 
bem periiſſe, & multis malis affectum eſſe genus humanum 
videmus. Adv. Gem. lib. 1. ö | 

| | we 
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we {ee the whole World hath been undone, and all 
Mankind hath labour'd under innumerable Plagues 
and Miſeries. And he proceeds particularly to in- 
ſtance in the Calamities of the Spring, Summer, 
Autumn and Winter, and proclaims aloud, that all 
theſe Evils, and many more, were cauſed by the 
Toleration which was given to the Chriſtians, and by 
the Chriſtians not worſhipping the Pagan Gods. 
They that labour'd under ſuch a groſs Error as this, 
could not be competent Judges of che Times paſt or 
preſent. on | 8 
So who will reckon Machiavel a true Eſtimator” 
of Times, when he imputeth the Cowardice, (for fo. 
he fancies) of the Men of theſe latter Ages to the 
Chriſtian Religion, and the daſtardly Principles 
which he thinks it is fraught with? And who will 
believe the Roman Catholicks, when they aſcribe all 
the Sets and Diviſions, and all the Miſchiefs and 
Evils fince the Reformation to the Expulſion of the 
Roman Religion? As to our ſelves more particularly, 
are we not able to aſſign the Time when Feſuits 
and Popiſh Prieſts flock'd over to this Country, and 
divided and diſtracted us, and may be reckon'd the 
chief Authors of that Atheiſm, Deiſm, Scepticiſim 
Enthuſiaſm, and of all the other wild Opinions and 
Parties that have ſwarm'd among us? 2 
3- The Cenſurers of the Times ſhew theit Igo 
rance and Folly in this, that they are not acquainted 
with, or however do not conſider the Guife and 
Frame of the World, which ever was, and ever will 
be obnoxious to Calamities ; which ever was, and 
ever will be, the Scene of Vice: And it is not to 
be expected, that any Age, excepting the laſt con- 
cluding one, (of which I ſhall ſpeak afterwatds) 
ould be exempted from theſe. It is true, the 
Poets tell us of the Golden Age, when Honeſty and 


Virtue were all in Faſhion, and Envy and Hatred 
+ ke. atid 
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and Ill-Will were not ſo much as known; or, if 
there peep'd out any Vice, it was, like an Owl at 
Noon-day, hiſs d a hooted at. But this is no o- 
ther than Poetical/ Fiction, unleſs you mean it ei- 
ther concerning the State of our firſt Parents in In- 
nocency, (to which tis likely they referr'd) or 
concerning the leſſer Degree of Evil and Miſchief 
before Mankind was conſiderably. encreas'd. But 
ſince this, there have been no Times free from Er- 
ror and Vice, from Diftrefs and Calamity, eſpe- 
cially from the former. F TN ages 
Even in the Apoſtles Days the Grand Myſtery of 
Tniquity, * and Antichriſtianiſm began to work, 
2 Thef. 2 7: In the Primitive Churches there 
were Schiſms and Hereſies; particularly, in that 
af Corinth, there were ſome that denied the Re- 
ſurrection, there was uncharitable ging to Law, 
there was Inceſt, there were great Diſorders in the 
Publick Worſhip, and particularly in the celebrating 
of the Lord's Supper; there was preferring one A- 
poſtle and Preacher to another, and many other 
Miſcarriages, which were accompanied with no 
ſmall. Breach of Unity and Charity. And it is im- 
poſſible to inſtance in any Chriſtian Church in 
the whole World afterwards, which was not in 
ſome. Degree blameable in reſpe& of Doctrine, 
Diſcipline, or Manners, and more fignally the laſt 
of theſe. He that hath converſed with the Wri- 


. tings of the antient and pious Fathers, cannot but 


ſatisfy himſelf as to. this. Some of the Chriſtians 
of old were guilty of all manner of Excefs, Vani- 
ty and Extravagancy, and more particularly in 
their Habits and Attire, as * Clement of Alexandria 
relates, and at the ſame time moſt earneſtly and 
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paſſionately inveighs againſt them, And it might 
eaſily be prov'd, out of this and other Writers af 
the Church, that moſt of the notorious Vices 
which reign in our Days, were praiſed by ſome 
of the profeſſed Chriſtians of thoſe Times. 
And asfor the Pagans, the beſt of chem, and ſuch 
I reckon the Romans to have been, were a great 
deal worſe than any Nations at this Day. Their 
Gluttony and Luxury, in the Times of the firſt 
Emperors, far exceeded what hath been fince : 
Theſe Vices were then more waſtful and chargea- 
ble, more exceſſive and extravagant, and every 
ways more monſtrous and unaccountable than they 
are now. The Satyriſt hath given us this brief, 
but full Account, of the depraved Manners of 
Rome in his Days; f Our Vices and Villanies, faith 
he, are ſo heinous and ſuperlative, that nothing can be 
added to them: Thoſe that come after cannot poſſibly con- 
trive and att more wickedly than we db. 222 is 
no come to its Height, and there is no climbing any 
bigher, _ | EM Ot 
And who ſees not that both Errors and Vices 
have been devolved from one Age to another? Old 
Hereſies are renew'd and vamp'd and trim'd up a- 
gain; and though the Authors and the Names be 
chang'd, yet the erroneous Principles are the ſame. 
The Arians and Macedonians are revived in our late 
Penmen, againſt the Divinity of the Son and the 
Holy Ghoſt ; the Pelagians live again in the rigid 
Remonſtrants ; and the Sceptics in our Free- tbinkers. 
And the enormous Actions (as well as Opinions) 
of antient Times, which ſeem'd to have lain dor- 
mant, yea, to have had their final Period, return 


15 


+ Nil erit ulterius quod noſiris moribus æddat 
Poſleritas: eadem cupient facientque minores. 
Omne in precipiti vitium ſtetit, Juv. Sat. I. 
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again, and after ſeveral Centuries, look freſh and 
lively, and meet with general Applauſe. 

; This Circulation of all things, this Revolution 
| of Manners, and of the Effects that attend it, is 
thus decipher'd by Solomon, Eccl. 1.9,10. The Thing 
that hath been # that which ſhall be, and that which « 
done is that which ſhall be done ; and there is no new 
thing under the Sun. Is there any thing whereof it may 
be Rad, See, this is new ? It hath been already of old 
time, which was before u. Which is the very Do- 
ctrine that his Brother-King and Philoſopher, Au- 
relius Antoninus, taught the World afterwards ; 

* 'Oud'ty R xd g/; Nothing is new, there is 

nothing but what we are uſed to: And then the 

fore-mention'd inſpired Author adds, (to apply 
what he had ſaid to the Argument we have been 

_ inſiſting upon) There is no Remembrance of former 
things ; neither ſhall there be any Remembrance of things 
that are to come, with thoſe Perſons that ſhall come af- 
ter, ver. 11. As if he had faid, there is no Reaſon 
to compare the Actions and Manners of former 
Times with thoſe that are preſent ; A conſiderate 

Man will nor call the paſt Days to Remembrance 

to no other Purpoſe than to make him diſſatisfied 

with the preſent,and to repreſent the Scene of things 
which is before him, ungrateful. For the things which 
are now pr:ſent will be Future afterwards; and if they 
that live then ſhall remember theſe yery things, it is 
likely chey will ſeem acceptable to them, becauſe = 
they are repreſented to them under the Notion of 
former Things, whereas now being preſent, they 
are diſapprov'd of. Whence we may gather, that 
the Judgment of theſe things is uncertain and de- 
ceitful, and it is unwiſe to compare thoſe things to- 


— 


_ 2 3 ” wr 


— ____ 


* Lib. off &s tr, h 
| gether, 


A Diſcourſe on Eccx. VII. 10. 21 
gether, much more to cenſure them as different, 
which in a ſhore time will appear to be the ſame. 
For the whole World turns round, all thin 
wheel about, and have their Periodical Circle, 
What the Corpuſcular Philoſophers tell us; That there 
is the ſame ate of Motion now in the World 
that was at firſt, (for no Motion is loſt) may not 
unfitly be applied to the Manners and Events that 
are in the World; theſe are the ſame, and the 
Nature of Mankind continues the ſame, without 
any Loſs. Hence it muſt needs be, that the In- 
clinations and Enterprizes of the Sons of Men, in 
all Ages, are for the main alike : There is an E- 
quivalency (as * one fitly calls it) of Vices in all 
Times; only the Shape of them is ſomewhat vari- 
ed, according to the Diverſity of the Age ; but the 
Subſtance of them is the ſame in all Generations. 
On the like Occaſions, and in the ſame Circum- 
ſtances Men will a& things of the ſame Nature in 
Times. 

Give me Leave to expatiate on the Subject, that 
s, the never failing Revolution of Events and Oc- 
currences. Pythagoras and his Followers conceited 
that the ſame Souls paſſed thro' many ſorts of Men 
ind Beaſts, and that after a certain Circulation of 
Years,all things ſhould be the ſame that they were be- 
fore. But tho” this be a wild and extravagant Notion, 
yet the Subſtance of it is true, (and perhaps the wi- 
ſelt of that Sect meant no more) that is, that there 
ban uninterrupted Tranſmigration of the ſame 
or the like Aﬀections and Paſſions, of the ſame A- 
ions and Events from one Generation to another. 
Ihe ſame things are conſtantly done, the ſame 
tart is ated over and over again; but the Scenes 
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are ſomewhat different, and the Actors are chang' d. 
We are apt to think that there is ſomething in our 
Days which hath not been experienced by Man- 
kind; but if we diligently turn over the Annals of 
former Ages, we ſhall be convinced of the contrary, | 
viz. that what ever happens, there is ſome Paral- 
lel of it to be found in paſt times. If we ſpeak not 
of the individual Circumftances of things, but of 
the General Actions of the World, we muſt be 
forced to acknowledge, that all is ftale, we have 
nothing at firſt Hand; we tread in the ſame Steps; 
we travel in the ſame Road; we take the ſame 
Rout. If we reſpe& the common Actions of Life, 
there. 15 a in them, we generally re- 
peat what we ſaid and did before. Man i: the 
true Ephemeron, he may be ſaid to live but one 
Day ; for in that, or the like ſhore Space of time, 
he doth as it were live a whole Life. What comes 
afterwards is but the ſame that was before. He 
eats, he drinks, he ſleeps, he talks, he ſtudies, he 
trades, he travels, he fights ; and all this is done 
over and over again. Thus all the common A- 
ctions of Life are but a Repetition; all our Plea- 
ſures are but the ſame Diſhes ſerv'd up again ; but 
we procure our ſelves a freſh Appetite to them by 
dre ſſing them after ſome other manner. We hare 
a Way of making Things new to us, tho? thei! 
Antiquity be never fo great: And this we do t 
render them acceptable to us; that we may no 
think them to be old, we give them a freſh Glos 
and are therein willing to deceive our ſelves. 
Here I might further enlarge, by obſerving boi 
one Age anſwers to another, and a Man woul 
think from the Deſcription which is given of! 
that it is the very ſame. One would conjectut 
ſometimes, upon reading of Horace and 7uv: 
and other Writers of that time, that he or 
rad aracis 


A Di ſcour ſe N Ecc. VII. 16. 23 
Character of his own. Eſpecially the latter of 
chem, in three or four of his Satyrs, ſeems to laſh 
this Preſent Age; and when he deſcribes the Lux- 
ury, Whoredom, Effeminacy, Hypocriſy, Prodi- 
gality, Pride, and the Cheats and Trapans among 
the Romans, it is hard to forbear imagining, that 
he chaſtiſes the Vices and Debaucheries of theſe 
Days. So like is one Age to an other, and Peo- 
ple at a vaſt Diſtance, both as to Place and Time, 
may ſeem to be the ſame, as to their Immoralities. 
Of an Age long ſince paſt, it may be ſaid, as of 
the Apocalyptic Beaſt, 7: is not, and yet it it; it is 
not, becauſe it is gone; and yet it it, becauſe ano- 
ther hath come in its Room, which is of the very 
ſame Nature. Nothing is more frequent than this, 


chat one Part of the World exactly reſembles ano- 
: ther in their Enormities and Lewdneſſes. There 
b 


is a Succeſſion of Vice among Men; they inherit 
their Forefathers Wickedneſs. So that Moſess 
Words may be fitted to all times, Ye are 8 
in your Fat bers ſtead, an Encreaſe of ſinful Men, Numb. 
32. 14. as likewiſe thoſe Words of St. Stephen, As 
jour Fathers did, ſo do ye, Acts 7. 51. This being the 
vat common Make and Guiſe of the World, it is an an- 
wiſe Enquiry to ask, What is the Cauſe that the former 
Days were better than theſe ? 

4. So it muſt needs be, if you conſider that there 
never were Times or Places ſo wicked, that did not 
afford ſome Good and Vertuous Men, as well as Plen- 
0 ty of Bad ones. In the general Corruption of the 
Old World, Serh and Noah, and other Godly Men 
„bon retain'd the Worſhip of the True God, and walk'd 
5 in Sincerity before him. In Sodom there was 2 
Righteous Lor. In Pharaoh's Court there were 
ſome that fear d the Word of the Lord, Ex. 9. 20. In 
Saul's Palace there was Aa Jonathan. In Abab's 
Court there was an Obadiab. Even in ee NO 

| on- 
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Conſiſtory there was Foſeph of Arimathea, à Diſci- 
le of Feſus. There were Believers in Herod's 
amily. In Nero's Houſe there were ſome Saints, 

Among ſo many execrable and monſtrous Empe- 

rors of Rome, (Tigers, not Men) there was a meek 

Trajan, and a peaceable Titus; there was an Auto- 

nine ſur- named the Pious, who did in ſome mea- 

ſure anſwer that Name; and he was ſucceeded by 
2 Antonine, who was a moſt excellent Mo- 
ralllt, . : ; ; | 

There was before this an Anacharſis, a wile Phi- 
loſopher, among the rude and barbarous Scythians, 

Some fay that Chry/ippus the Philoſopher, and Aa- 

tus the Poet, were born at Soli in Cilicia, the 

People of which Place could not ſpeak Senſe, and 

always knock'd their Words out of Joint. And we 
know that Platarch and Pindar were Natives of Be 
tia, a thick and foggy Country, whoſe Inhabitants 
were reputed blockiſh and heavy. The famous 
Democritus was born and bred among the Abderites, 
a People infamous for their Dullneſs and Stupidity. 
I might mention Nazareth, which was of very ill 
Fame, as is evident from Nathanaels Queſtion, Can 
there any good thing come out of Nazareth ? And yet 
it was the Birth-place of the Virgin Mary, and the 
Reſidence of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour. And 
nothing is more evident from a particular View of 
the ſeveral Ages of the World, that Perſons of 
Worth and Goodneſs, and thoſe not a few, have 
been found in the worſt Times and Places. In the 
fourth, fifth and ſixth Centuries after Chriſt, which 
were noted for the groſſeſt Heretics and Schilma- 
tics, there lived the moſt Learned, Pious and 

Zealous Fathers, and the greateſt Numbers of them. 

And ſo I queſtion not, but that there is at this very 

Day, and in this Land of ours, a great Number of 


Learned and Godly Perſons, Underſtanding 85 
2 | iou 


' — —_w ya; * ou 2 a 
. ů — —-— , r Hd _ 1 3 Fey — au 5 2 


a. 


A Diſcotrſe on Ecer. VII. 10. 25 
Pious Chriſtians! (both of an higher and a lower 
Rank) who are able to compenſate for the vaſt 
Multitude of the Ignorant and Prophane, who in 
this, (as in all-other Ages) ate the biggeſt Part. 
Thoſe therefore who are moſt ready to condemn 
the preſent Times, and prefer the former to them, 
do not wiſely enquire concerning this. | 
_ Fthlyand laftly, They difcover their want of W:/- 
dom, in that they do not conſider the Providence of 


which he hath in the Variety of Times and Sea- 


different Times. The diſtinct Oeronomies in Religion 

before and after the Deluge, were without doubt 
very rightly timed, but were not intended to laſt 
always; yea, even the Moſaic Diſpenſation (which 
was ſo ſolemn and auguſt) was to give way to Chri- 
ſtianity. That part of the Earth which is called A- 
fa, was choſen at firſt by God to be the Scene of all 
renown'd Tranſactions, relating either to Religion 


gion was firſt erected, and miraculouſly flouriſh'd: 
But at laſt, by the Conqueſts of the Arabs and Tiarks, 
(but not without the wiſe Permiſſion of Heaven) 


it was expelled out of thoſe Places where it former- 
7 ly was received and profeſſed. Africa, likewiſe, 
had its 'Share in the greateſt Actions and Events, 


and many Countries belonging to it were convert- 
ed from Paganiſm to Chriſtianicy : In the fourth 
Century there were above two hundred Biſhops in 
Barbary; But this ſpacious Country long ſince re- 
turn d to Paganiſm, or embraced Mabometiſm. Eu- 
rope, at preſent, claims the Precedence of theſe, 
and all other Parts of the World, and its Fame ſur- 
mounts all the reſt. But perhaps the American Re- 
gions, and even thoſe of which we know nothing 
t prefent, will, in after Ages, be more ir 
| 102 5 re 


God in the World; and the Great Ends and Deſigns 


ſons, and the adapting his Adminiſtrations to thoſe 


or to ſecular Affairs; and here the Chriſtian Reli- 
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ted than any of the foreſaid ones; for the Great So- 
veraign Lord of Heaven and Earth hath the abſo- 
lute Diſpoſing of all Places and all Times. He hath 
ſer to every Thing. a Seaſon, and a Time to every Purpoſe 
under Heaven, Eccleſ. 3. 1. He it is that changes the 
Times and the Seaſons, Dan. 2. 21. And none but 
unthinking Heads can imagine, that theſe Revolu- 
tions and Changes are void of Deſign and Purpoſe ; 

and ſuch as are worthy of the All-Wiſe Being. 
Therefore we muſt not unadviſedly and raſhly 
determine which are the better Days, for thoſe which 
ſeem bad to us, are over-ruld by the All-wiſe Go- 
vernour of the Univerſe, for the carrying on, and 
accompliſhing the great Ends of Providence, No 
Man can queſtion this, when he obſerves what is 
actually permitted by Divine Wiſdom ; namely, 
the Being of Devils and wicked Men in the World, 
becauſe they, as well as good Angels, and good Men, 
are the Inſtruments of the Divine Conduct and Ma- 
nagement in the Univerſe. So it is with bad Au- 
lers and Governours, and even Tyrants, that are ſet 
over Kingdoms and Nations; they are ſerviceable 
to good Purpoſes; and we have known that ſome 
of the worſt Kings have been the Authors of the 
beſt Laws and Conſtitutions. And as to all ſup- 
poſed Evils, and afflictiye Accidents; that befal! 
Mankind, it is not to be doubted that they may by | 
the Divine care and contrivance be render'd Ad- 
vantagious and Profitable. We are not fo quick- 
ſiglited and ſagacious as to tell what ist really noxious | 
to us. Thoſe Occurrences which we reckon to be 
ominous, fatal, and miſchievous, may be the great- | 
eſt Marks of Divine Favour to us. Turn the Per- 
N and Things will appear in a different 
ape from what they ſeem'd to be in before. Our 
Buſineſs is to correct our falſe Apprehenſions, to 
judge aright, and to acquĩeſce in the Divine Diſpo- 
tal ; but chiefly to take care that we contribute not 
to 
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to the badneſs of the Times by our evil Behaviour. 
As for ſtrange Caſualties, and remarkable Calamities, 
which we ſee happen (I mean not thoſe chat are of 
the nature of Prodigies, ſuch as Comets, and unac- 
countable Apparitions, and Portentous Signs, which ac- 
cording to my Judgment are deſign'd by God to be 
Warnings of approaching Evils) we muſt by nv 
means be decretory in our Determinations con- 
cerning them, for theſe happen not always accord- 
ing to the Sins of the Governours or People. In 
the Reign of that quiet, and good Emperor, Ti: 
Veſpaſian, Peſtilence and Fire, both in the City and 
Abroad, miſerably afflicted his People. In Caligu- 
ls Time, the worſt and wickedeſt Emperor, there 
was nothing but Peace, Plenty and Felicity in the 
Roman Affairs. No public Calamities diſturb'd 
them any where, but all was Calm and Serene. 
In ſo much, that Suetonius, in this Emperor's Life, 
acquaints us, that he uſed to * complain that there 
were no Peſtilences, nor Famine, nor Earthquakes in 
his Time, but that all Things went on very proſpe- 
rouſly. If we come down to our ſelves, and conſult 
the Engliſh Chronicles, we ſhall find that the beſt 
Princes have had the moſt diſmal and ſurprizing 
Accidents in their Times; and ſome of the worſt 
have had the feweſt of all of that ſort. We muſt 
then uſe a diſcreet and pious Caution here, and not 
make falſe Interpretations of what happens in the 
World, We are to know that a Peeviſh complain- 
ng againſt the preſent Occurrences, and giving the 
palt ones an abſolute Preference to them, is no 0- 
ther than a repining at the Providence of God, a 
quarrelling with the Divine Management of Things, 
4 queſtioning the Wiſdom and Conduct of Heaven, 
and, in ſhort, an open Blaſphemy againſt God, 
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t, quod nullis calamitatibus publicis infignirentur, . 
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who is the great Moderator, Diſpoſer, and Over- 
ruler of all Times and Seaſons. | 

And now I hope I have in part compaſs'd my De- 
ſign, which was to put you into a way of being ea; 
and contented in this vitious and perilous Age. 
Having finiſh'd my Three Propoſitions, I muſt in 
the next Place, to prevent all Miſtałes concerning 
the Subject TI have been treating of, lay down ſome 
Limitations and Cautions for the right qualifying and 
fixing the wiſe Man's meaning in the Text. For 
all that are acquainted with the nature of Solomon's 
way of ſpeaking in this Book, and thar of the Pro- 
verbs, know that it is frequently to be taken in a li- 
mited and reſtrained Senſe. As for the Text par- 
ticularly, notwithſtanding what is here deliver'd 
by the Royal Preacher, and what I thave ſaid upon 
it, I muſt add, for the ſettling you in the true mean- 
ing of the Words, that theſe Two Things are to be 
granted and own'd, 1, That the preſent Poſture of 
Things relating to the Public, uw ſometimes far worſe 
than that which was before. 2. That when it # thus, 


ir, and yet not offend againſt Solomon's Advice in the 
Text. For tho' complaining be unlawful in the 
Circumſtances which I have before mention'd, 
that is, when it ſprings from Anger, Impatience, 
Pride, Timidicy, Levity, Self-Intereſt, and a Spi- 
rit of Contradiction, yet we muſt know that when 
it proceeds not from any of theſe evil Principles, 
but from a reverence to Truth, and a hatred of 
Vice, and a ſincere deſire of advancing the Honour 
of God, it is lawful and juſt, yea, it is our boun- 
den Duty. Theſe are the due Limitations of the 
Doctrine I have been inſiſting upon. 

Firſt, I ſay, No Men of ſober and conſiderate 
Thoughts can deny, that the preſent Times are ſome- 
times worſe than thoſe that preceded. This is cer- 


min, that not only Penal, but Moral Evils break 
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out more at one Time than at an other. Bloody 
Wars for many Tears together infeſt a great part 
of the World ; at other Times a continued Peace is 
the Bleſſing of Mankind. Want and Scarcity are 
the Evils of ſome Years; in others there is extra- 
ordinary Plenty and Abundance. © And ſo it is in 
the Minds and Manners of Men, ſome Ages have 
been fruithful in Knowledge, and many eminent, 
and learned Men have flouriſh'd in them; but o- 
thers have been barren of Arts and Sciences, and 
have produced no Men of Wit or Worth. There 
were none of the very firft Centuries but ſwarm'd 
with Heretics. The Fourth, and the Three follow- 
ing ones abounded with ſharp Debates and Con- 
troverſies about the Trinity; about Grace and Free- 
Will, and Predeſtination ; as alſo about Images. The 
Tenth Century bears the Name of Unhappy and Mon- 
ſtrous, becauſe of its notorious Degeneracy in 
Church and State, its want of good Men and 
Manners. The next Age is repreſented in the ſame 
Colours, even by the Writers of the Roman Church : 
Yea, from that Time till the latter end of the 
Fifteenth nothing almoſt prevail'd but Ignorance, 
Barbariſm and Superſtition. 

Sometimes Schiſmzs have over-ſpread the Church, 
at other Times it hath been conſiderably free from 
them. In ſome Ages Prophaneneſs, Debauchery, and 
Luxury have been moſt notorious ; in others theſe 
particular Enormities have not been fo raging. 
And ſeveral other Faces and Complections of Times 
might be preſented to you from the beginning of 
the World to this Day ; whence it would evidencly 
appear that ſome Apes are noted for greater Crimes 
than others : One Generation is more exorbitant 
than another. There are ſome Seaſons that abound 
with Truth and Virtue, and others know little of 
them. Virtues and Vices riſe and fall, they have 
their Increaſe and Wain. Some Times are infa- 
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mous for ſome Miſcarriages, and others for others. 
But this you may obſerve, that among the ſeveral 
Vices, ſtill one is generally predominant and ram. 
pant above the reſt. | | 

No, if it be enquired whence this happens, whence 
it ariſes, that ſome Ages are more noted than others 
for Vice. There are ſeveral Grounds may be al. 
ledg'd. Some would ſolve this, by aſſerting the 
natural Decay and Seneſcency of the World. It hath, 
ſay they, been declining a great while; Nature 
grows weaker and weaker every Day, and ſo tis 
no wonder that it grows worſer continually in its 
old and decrepid Age, and that Men's Manners, as 
well as Learning and Arts, are decay'd. The Few- 
iſh Rabins had this Notion, as ſeveral Paſlages in 
their Writings teſtify. So ſome of the * Pagans held 
that there is a gradual decreaſe of all Things in the 
World, and that they ſucceſſively grow worſe and 
worſe. Among the Chriſtian Writers {| Cyprian is 
very peremptory in this Perſwaſion. But, to ſpeak 
my Mind freely, I look upon this as a very fanciful 
and groundleſs Hypotheſis, and have in an || other 
Place fully prov'd ic to beſo; yea, in this very 
Diſcourſe I have already ſhew'd that where there 
hath been a Decay, there hath follow'd afterwards a 
Renovation, and a very flouriſhing State of Things, 
which confutes the aboveſaid Notion which ſome 
have entertain'd. Wherefore I ſhall only ſay this 
at preſent, that tho' this Opinion hath been embra- 
ced by fome very learned Men even of late, yet 
they themſelves are a ſufficient Confutation of it, 
and the vaſt Multitude of worthy Men in this pre- 
ſent Age may convince us that the World is not in 
a decrepid State, but retains its priſtine Vigour. 
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I proceed therefore to aſſign ſome of the true Rea- 
{ons of that change of Manners which I am ſpeaking 
of, and I will reduce them to theſe two only, viz. the 
change of Mens States and Conditions, and the Influence of 
thoſe Princes and Governours, under whoſe Subjection 
they are. Firſt, I ſay, It is not to be doubted that it is 
partly-from the Change of Mens States and Conditions. 
It can't eſcape your Obſervation, that the Lives 
of the Primitive Chriſtians were more ſtrict and ex- 
act under Perſecution than afterwards. In that Fiery 
Trial their Graces were increas'd and improv'd; 
in that Furnace they. were purified and refin'd : But 
Eaſe and Quiet, and an exemption from Difficulties 
coob'd their Zeal, and almoſt extinguiſh'd it. We 
may take notice, , that as there are peculiar Vices 
which attend Far, and troubleſome Times, ſo there 
are others that accompany Peace and Proſperity : And 
theſe latter are as dangerous, yea, ſometimes more 
than the former, The Hiſtorian obſerves of the 
degeneracy of Rome, that it happen'd ſoon after the 
Wars with Carthage, and after the taking and de- 
ſtroying of that Place. From that Time he dates 
the increaſe of Vice and Immorality among the 
Roman People : Then it was that all manner of 
Wickedneſs broke in upon them. * The Manners 
of our Forefathers, ſaith he, declin'd then not by 
degrees, as before, but a general Corruption ruſh'd 
in upon them like ſome haſty and impetuous Tor- 
rent. For they were ſoftned and emaſculated by 
Eaſe and Idleneſs; their Minds were intoxicated 
with Luſt and Wantonneſs, and ſo they were fit 
to entertain any impreſſions of Vice. Ne 
Again, Secondly, It might be obſerv'd that 
Times and Manners are chang'd according to the 
Government Men are under. This we ſee in the 


Po CET 


— 
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Fewiſh Government: The Times were alter'd ac: 
cording to:the good or evil Diſpoſition of the Prin- 
ces. The Affairs both Religious aud Civil, in the 
Reigns of David, Solomon, Fehoſaphat, Hezekiah, 
Foftab, were vaſtly different from what they were 
under Ferobuam, Rehoboam, Feboram, Abax, Ma- 
naſſe. King Foaſh's Reign was laudable both as to 
Church and State, as long as Jeboiada the Prieft 
liv'd, but as ſoon as this good Man, who was his 
Tutor and Governour, was taken away, the young 
King ſhew'd his wicked Inclination, and gave 
actual Proofs of it, and was a Plague to his Sub- 
jects and to himſelf. We read that the e HMaceabees 
were extraordinarily rais'd.up to regulate the Few- 
iſh State and Religion, and a- great alteration was 
the effect of-it. Ne D RO, 
If we look even to Pagan Rome, we ſhall find 
that the Times and Manners were there chang'd 
according to the Temper of the Princes that then 
ruled. I ſuppoſe it will be granted that Rome was not 
ſo happy under Tiberius, Caligula, Nero, Diocleſian, 
Domit ian, as under Auguſtus, Titus Veſpaſian, Trajan, 
and the Antonines; for the Imperial Government under 
thoſe forementioned Perſons, brought in with it all 
debauch'd Principles and Practices; the Court in- 
fected all the Country with Atheiſm, Epicuriſm, 
and all manner of Immoralityyp. 8 0 5 
Afterwards, when the Chriſtian Emperors ſueceed- 
ed, we may. inform our felves, that the Manners 
and Behaviour of the People were agreeable to 
Theirs, and form'd by them. The Times were 
better or worſe, according to the difference of 
thoſe Higher Powers. The Public fared better 
under Conſtantine the Great, Jovinian, and Theodoſius 
the Elder, than under Julian (who at firſt profeſs'd 
Chriſtianicy) and under Valens and Pbocas. In the 
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Centuries, the Face of 
Religion, and more eſpecially that of Chriſtiani- 
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ty, varied according to the Favour or Diſcounte- 
nance which the Emperors ſhew'd to the Ortho- 
dox Faith; and even their perſonal Diſpoſitions 
and Qualities mightily influenc'd on the Commu- 
nity. The like Inſtances might be produced in 
the Governments in all Ages, and in all parts of 
the World; ſo that this may paſs for an unqueſtion- 
able, and experimented Truth, that Governcurs and 
Rulers are one great Cauſe of the Changes which 
we obſerve in the Manners and Affairs of the World. 
Secondly, 1 paſs to what I oblerv'd in the next 
Place, namely, That when the preſent Times are 
worſe than the former, we may lawfully complain of 
them, and yet not offend againſt the Text. For 
tho* we muſt not condemn the preſent "Times out + 
of a Spirit of Oppoſition, or from Anger, or un- 
due Fear, or from Self-Intereſt, or Pride, or with- 
out conſideration of God's Providence, that rules 
the World, yet upon good and juſtifiable Accounts 
we may do it, yea, tis our Duty to do ſo; that is, 
it muſt be done (as I partly ſuggeſted before) for 
the clearing of the Truth, for purging our ſelves 
from all ſinful Flattery, for the manifeſting our ab- 
horrence of the evil Practiſes of the Times, for the 
undeceiving of others, and for the advancing of 
God's Glory. We ſhall not offend, if we proceed 
upon ſuch Principles as theſe: And beſides, we 
have this Practice authorized, and commended to 
us by the Examples which the Holy Scripture hath 
recorded. Elijah with great keenneſs inveighd. 
againſt the Idolatry of his Days. David in the 
Fourteenth Pſalm (as Mr. Calvis conceives) lays 
open the general Prophaneneſs and Wickedneſs of 
the Times in King Saul's Reign. And when he was 
lettled in the Throne himſelt, we find him in ſeveral 
of his Pſalms bemoaning his unhappy Lot, that he 
was fallen into ſo corrupt and vitious an Age. Feremi- 
frequently takes notice of, and ſharply reflects up- 
ON 
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on the exceſſive Impieties of the Times he liv'd in. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour advertiſed his Diſciples of the 


Days that were approaching, wherein not only Tri- 


bulation, but Iniquity ſhould abound above meaſure, 
St. Paul moſt graphically deſcribes the laſt Days in- 
to which the Chriſtians were then entring ; and 
ſhews what a miſerable defection from the Faith, 
and from all Righteouſneſs, ſhould accompany 
them. And the ſame is done by St. Peter and St, 
Jude. And we find that the Primitive Fathers and 
Writers were exceeding ſenſible of the exorbitant 
Manners of their Times, and with great Zeal di- 
rected their Diſcourſes againſt them. This more 
particularly may be ſeen in Cyprian's excellent E- 


piſtle to Rogatian; and in his Piece of the Unity of the 


Church, and in other places in his Writings, where 
he defcribes the wickedneſs of his Times, and even 
of the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, the Clergy, and 
the People of both Sexes. 

We might here take in the Complaints even of 
thoſe that were out of the Church. To pals by the 
Out-cries of the Satyriſts, and Horace's eAitas Paren- 
tum, &c. which was not only a Complaint, but a 
Prediction. 1 will only mention what Seneca, 3 
ſober Moraliſt, ſaith of his Times *, We are beſet 
now, faith he, with a vaſt Army of Vice; Wic-. 
kedneſs is become ſo public and epidemical, and 
ſo ſtrongly rooted in all Mens Minds, that Inno- 
cence is not only rare, but no where to be found. 
And in ſeveral other Places his Stile is very ſharp 
againſt the degenerate Manners of his Times. Thus 
whether you confulr the Inſpired Writings of the 
Bible, or the pious Fathers Homilies, or the Orators 
Declamations, or the Moraliſts Treatiſes, or even the 
Poets Inveaives, you will fee that all the intelli- 


* Certatur ingenti quodam nequitiæ certamine. Ades in 
publicum miſſa nequitia eſt, & in ominum pedo ibus 11 
luit, ut Innocentia non rara, ſed nulla fit, Sen. de Irs. wy . 
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gent and ſober obſervers of their Times pointed at 
the Follies, and expoſed the Enormities of their 
own Age. 

And Ve ought to do the ſame, Ours certainly be- 
ing as notorious for moſt Kinds of Vice as any of 
theirs was; nay, being more remarkable on ſome 
Accounts than all preceeding Ages. There is no 
need now of a Candle to ſearch for vitious Livers : 
In every place we meet with them, in public, as 
well as in private receſſes they are to be found. 
Never any Nation profefling Godlineſs entertain'd 
ſuch numerous Herds of bold Sinners : Never was 
a.civiliz'd Country over-run with ſo general a Cor- 
ruption. The Caſe being thus, and the danger ſo 
Imminent, you have all of you free leave to judge 
and cenſure the Times you live in: Yea, tis your 
poſſitive and indiſpenſible Duty to remonſtrate a- 
gainſt the Vices of the Age. And that all of you in 
your reſpective Capacities may diſcharge this Chri- 
ſtian Office aright, I requeſt you to obſerve theſe 


following Directions, with which Iwill conclude. 


1. When you have Reaſon to cenſure the Times 
you live in, neglect not to take notice of the Good 
as well as of the Evil of the Times. We read that 
at the Foundation of the ſecond Temple ſome wept 
to ſee how far it came ſhort of the former, but o- 
thers ſhouted for Joy that the Foundation was got 
up ſo far. Such a mixt Paſſion may ſeize us When 
we obſerve the former and the preſent Times. We 
have occaſion to grieve, that in many Things theſe 
latter fall ſhort of ſome of the other: But we ſhall 
alſo have ground of rejoycing, that they have ma- 
ny good and commendable Things in them. And 
particularly with reſpe& to: Knowledge and Arts, as 
different Ages have had their peculiar and reſpective 
Improvements ; (to inſtance in the Age juſt before, 
and that immediately after Chriſt, they were ſa- 
mous for the beſt Hiforians and Poets; the Third, 

ä Fourth, 
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Fourth, and Fifth Centuries were noted for Learn- 
ed Fathers; the Twelfth and Thirteenth for Acute 
Rabins ; the Thirteenth and Fourteenth for School. 
men, and ſubtle Diſputants; and Philology, and Hu- 
manity came into Repute in the Fifteenth Century) 
as theſe Ages, I ſay, were thus diſtinguiſh'd by 
their reſpective Improvements, ſo it is the happi- 
neſs of this preſent Age to cultivate ſome particular 
Parts of Science more than others. Thus Critic, 
Hiſtory, and Travels have had very peculiar Acceſſi- 
ons made to them; Navigation, Architecture, Muſic, 
Chimiſtry, Mathematics, and all Natural and Mechanic 
Philoſophy, are prodigiouſly improv'd. We have by 
freſh Experiments wonderfully advanc'd the Stock of 
Knowledge and Learning. It hath been our Felici- 
ty to make Diſcoveries of many Secrets in Nature and 
Art, which former Ages were wholly Strangers to. 
And ought I not here to mention, with a more 
eſpecial concern, thoſe Things that have reference 
to Religion? Have not we of this Nation great Op- 
portunities and Helps for our public Inſtruction and 
Devotion? Are not our Churches, and Religions A[- 
ſemblies open to all that are deſirous to be Religious, 
and to ſave their Souls? Have we not thoſe who 
diſcharge their ſacred Office with Zeal and Fairhful- 
neſs, and ſpare not the Sinners of this Age? Have 
we not thoſe that act ſuitably to the Dignity and 
Holineſs of their Function, and edify the People 
by their ſound Doctrine, and by their unblameable 
Lives and Examples ? Have we not (ah ! rather 
have we mot had) Societies for the Reformation of Man- 
ners? Have we not at this Day Charity Schools, 
Which might be of great uſe for forming the 
Minds and Manners of Youth ? Are there not cha- 
ritably erected in moſt Corporations Houſes for em. 
ploy ing the induſtrious Poor? Are there not liber 
Collect ions made in our Churches for the relief of the 


Neceſſitous? I muſt not forget the kind Providence 
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of Heaven towards us in the wonderful Succeſs of 
our Arms againſt a Potent and Obſtinate Enemy, 
which, if they, had been back'd with a finiſhing 
Stroke, would probably have forc'd ſuch a Peace as 
would have made amends for all our Blood and Ex- 
pences. Laſtly, This Age is ſignaliz'd by the Hap- 
py, and now actual Devolution of the Britiſh Crown 
on a Proteſtant Succeſſor, our Soveraign Lord King 
GEORGE, whom God hath ſet up to be the 
zealous Defender of our Faith, our Laws, and Li- 
berties; to be a Terror unto Evil Doers, and a 
Praiſe to thoſe that do well; to exert his utmoſt 
Vigour and Courage in advancing the Cauſe of 
Religion; to unite all his Proteſtant Subjects in 
one Body: In Him we hope to fee all the Virtues 
of his Royal Predeceflors conſummated ; and in 
Him all their Faults and Errors corre&ed and per- 
fectly redreſs'd. 

Thus there is an impartial Judgment to be made 
concerning the Times. We muſt compare Things 
wiſely, and ſet one Thing againſt another. The 
preſent Age is on ſome Conſiderations more eligible 
than the former ones, tho in other reſpects it may 
not be ſo. Let us impartially eye both, and let 
not Prejudice govern us in this matter. So far as 
this Age is good and Praiſe-worthy, we ought to 
acknowledge it to be ſo; and ſo far as it is Evil, 
yea, extremely Evil above other Ages, we ſhould 
be fo impartial as to diſcern it, and own it. This 
argues Diſcretion and Faithfulneſs, Far be it from us 
to be querulous without a Cauſe, and to complain 
of Evils where there are none, and to dillike every 
Thing which the preſent Age affords. This is a 


learnt to acquieſce in God's Providence, which 
hath allotted us this Time to live in, and not an other. 
But on the other Hand, it is a becoming frame of 
Mind, and ſuch as we ought to cheriſh, to be 
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thankful to God for ;his wiſe Diſpoſing of us, and 
to own his Hand in our allotment, and to reſt con- 
tented with it ; yea, to perſwade our ſelves that the 
preſent Adminiſtration is beſt for us. Thus we are 
to have an Eye to the Good, as well as the Evil of the 
Age we live in: And we muſt freely proclaim the 
one, and admire and extol the Divine Goodneſs for it, 
when we take notice of, and complain of the other. 
2. When you cenſure the Manners of the preſent 
Age, think your ſelves obliged and concern'd to re- 
form your own Lives, and to be earneſt with others 
to do ſo too. You may divert the Divine Wrath by 
{erious Repentance, by giving up your ſelves-to God 
and his Service, andby extirpating from among you 
whatſoever is diſpleaſing and hateful to him. There 
are thoſe among us who complain of the Times, and 
yet practice the Sins of them, which makes their 
Complaint to be not only unlawful, but abſurd and 
ridiculous. Far be it from us to be guilty of this Ab- 
ſurdity. Let us hate and abhor the flagitious Crimes 
which we cry out againſt, and let us with firm pur- 
poſes reſolve to be exceeding careful that we be not 
carried away with the Vices of the Age. I know it 
is hard to bear up againſt the Stream: Even the beſt 
Men have in ſome degree been infected by the wortt : 
The Corruptions of the Times have polluted the ho- 
lieſt. When the primitive Inſtitution of Marriage 
was broken, and Polygamy and Concubines were in 
uſe, we read that the Holy Patriarchs and Pious Fathers, 
in thoſe Times complied with the ſinful Cuſtom, and 
were tainted with the general Contagion. I deny 
not, that the beſt Men have a Tin#ure of the Age 
they live in; but let not this'paſs into a deep Stain. BY | 
no means accuſtom your ſelves to the prophane and 
impious guiſe of the People you converſe with. Keep 
your ſelves unſpotted from their groſs Corruptions: 
By your blameleſs Lives ſhame and condemn the 


wicked Manners of Men, and do what you can b) 
your 
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your Example to recover the World from the degenerate 
State it hes in at preſent, More particularly, let us 
walk anſwerably to our Profeſſion as Proreftants, and 
let our Manners be reform'd as well as our Principles 
and Doctrines. To ſhut up this Head, let us always be 
more concern'd for the Wickedneſs ot the Times, than 
for the Calamity of them; and be more ſollicitous to 
avoid the one than the other. And when we ſee Ini- 
quity abounding, let us be careful to abound and ex- 
cel in Godlineſs : And let the badneſs of others make 
us the better. In a Word, let us all by our own private, 
and perſonal Example, ſtrive to amend the ill Character 
of the prefent Age. 

3- When you have occaſion to complain of the pre- 
ſent Times, remember to live in hopes of a better State. 
Tho' we are caſt into a very corrupt and degenerate 
Age (ſuch as on ſome Accounts can't be parallel'd with 
any preceeding ones) yet we have a hopeful Proſpect of 
New Heavens and a New Earth, wherein duelleth Righte- 
ouſneſs, and every Thing that is Good, and Holy, and 
Praiſe-worthy. This happy Revolution, and flouriſhing 
State of the World, ſeems to have been foreſeen by ſome 
of the molt ſagacious Gentzles, as the Platonifts, Pythago- 
reans,, Stoics, and ſome of the Egyptian Philoſophers, 
and alſo of the Indians. They talk of a certain Time . 
when all Things ſhall return to their firſt Poſture, and 
enjoy an uninterrupted Happineſs. And we are inſtruct- 
ed in ſome Thing of this Nature from the various and 
different Diſpenſations of Religion ſince the beginning of 
the World; namely, under Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Moſes, CHRIST: We plainly ſee that theſe Reli- 
gious Occonomies grow better, and rife higher, and 
tis not to be doubted that the belt State of Religion, that 
is, the Conſummation and Perfection of Chriſtianity, is 
yet to come; tho' perhaps there may be very violent 
Changes and Convulſions which ſhall precede it, and 
uſher it in. And let me tell you, that exceſs of all Wicked- 
neſs which we ſee at preſent, is a Preſage and Herald of 
that approaching Felicity. Which is the Thing that hath 
often relieved my Mind, and given me ſome Refreſh- 
ment when I took notice of the wonderful Diſorders that 
are on the prelcut Stage of the World. This is like _ po 

ze 


— — 8 v4 — 
— ow ——— —y — — a 
* * 3 * * 
ry * a 


dls © IS. 


RP 8 * 


a => — a” wiz 2 
3+ 9 wy Ka. 4.-v% 5 4 E * — o WR = * wg "i 2 
— 
* 4 me . A 


| 7 | \ CI 4 
40 4 Diſcourſe on Ec. MI. 10. 
Blaze befdre the Extindtion of the Lamp. Theſe Dregs 
ot Time make way for, and fore- tell, thoſe pure and 
refin'd Seaſons of the World. Wherefore let us comfort 
one another with this wellcoine View, and ſtrongly exert 
our Faith and Patience, till the Blefſed and Univerſal Ju- 
bilee arrives, which will amend all. 
Lafth, and ſo I conclude, In order to this it is re- 
quiſite, that we earnefily implore the Divine Diſpoſer of 
all things, that be would be pleaſed to fit and prepare 
the World for this Great Change; that he would turn 
Mens Hearts to the Study of Truth, Unity and Piety, 
that they may be effectually enabled to live holy Lives, 
to be Religious in good Earneſt; to lay aſide their un- 
charitable Heats, Feuds and Animoſities; and that there 
may be no farther Bffuſion ot Chriſtian Blood in thoſe 
unhappy Quarrcls that have ſo long troubled the World. 
It is neccſſary, that with great Zeal. and Importunity 
we invoke the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of Heaven, and moſt 
fervently beg of the Author of all Grace, that the World 
may be new molded and faſhion'd; that there may be 
a. better Face of Religion and Manners every where ; 
that umverial Righteeufneſs way prevail in the Hearts 
and Lives, of Men; and particularly that we”ot this 
Church and Natiog may equal, if not ſurpals, the Pri- 
mitive Iimes, aud the beſt Ages of the World, in Pcacc- 
ableneſs, Chriſtian Moderation, and Brotherly Love; 
in Holineſs of Life, and the exact Obſervance of all 
the Chriſtian Laws; that ſo hereby. we may fccure to 
our ſclves the: laſting Pofſeſſion ot thoſe extraordinary 
Bleſlings that are confetr'd upon us; and that by this 
Happy Change on. Earth we may be prepared for cver- 
laſting Happineſs in the bigheſt Heavens, through the 
meritorious Undertakings ot CHriſ Jeſut our Redeemer; 
to whom, with the Father, and the Holy Spirits, de aſcii- 
bed all Honour and Glory dal Ages. Amen. 
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